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As the winter  chi l l  b lankets our  surroundings,  we extend a cozy
welcome to our  latest  newslet ter ,  your  entry  to  the latest
developments at  the Col .  Ebenezer  Hinsdale Homestead.  In  th is
edi t ion,  jo in  us as we share our  upcoming events,  h ighl ights  of  our
most  recent  events,  and updates on our  ongoing preservat ion
in i t ia t ives.  

Embrace the warmth of  community  and history as we journey
together  through the winter  season.

OFFICERS:

JOHN SMITH, PRESIDENT
SHARRON SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT /                       
SECRETARY
ALAN ZAVORATNY, TREASURER

Visit  our page on Facebook! Hinsdale Historical  Society

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063988361574


UPCOMING
EVENTS

QUARTERLY MEETING
APRIL 28TH, 1PM

2024: A LOOK AHEAD
Planning has star ted for  the 2024 events at  the Hinsdale Histor ical
Society.

In  December,  we hosted the annual  Chr istmas Open House.  The
ladies f rom the “Hinsdale’s”  Col .  Ebenezer  Hinsdale Garr ison group
came and set  up ins ide the house.  We had calm weather  and the
event  was wel l  at tended.

Photos from the 2023 Christmas Open House, Top L:  members of the Col.  Hinsdale Garrison,
Bottom L:  Christmas decorations in the mourning room, R:  hand-dyed yarn using natural  plant
dyes
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I t  is  a  quiet  t ime of  year  for  the
Col .  Ebenezer  Hinsdale house
but  not  for  the volunteers.  

We opted to c lose the house for
tours dur ing the winter  months
hoping to save on oi l
consumpt ion.  Steve has been
using the pel let  s tove that  was
donated last  year  to  heat  the
ki tchen and wi th the warmer
winter  that  we are exper iencing
i t  has been suf f ic ient .  The
furnace has been f i red up on a
few days to heat  h is  bedroom
and a couple of  days that  he
spent  away.

The Board has opted to meet
v i r tual ly  over  the winter  months
via Webex wi th the help of
Mel issa Smith and i t  has worked
wel l  for  us.  

Planning has star ted for  events
th is  year,  at  th is  point  nothing is
conf i rmed but  we are hoping to
have another  Civ i l  War event
and we wi l l  have the Ant ique
Gas Engine Show again in  July.

WINTER ACTIVITIES GRANT APPLICATIONS

Ji l l  Col l ins and Sharron Smith
have been working di l igent ly  on a
grant  appl icat ion to  the 1772
Foundat ion for  funding to replace
the roof  on the carr iage barn.  The
appl icat ion has been submit ted
and we are awai t ing the
announcement  of  th is  years
recip ients.  

There are 2 addi t ional  grant
programs that  we are a lso working
on appl icat ions for ,  The Kingsbury
Fun and the Putnam Foundat ion.
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ANNUAL MEETING
Our annual  meet ing is  scheduled
for  Apr i l  28th,  2024 at  1PM at  the
Hinsdale Homestead.

We are working on a program for
af ter  the meet ing and wi l l  share
the detai ls  of  the program as soon
as they are conf i rmed.   
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OUR NEWEST ADDITION
Ken Howe,  Bi l l  Nebelski  and Paul
Fisher  have been looking at  a
reproduct ion Howitzer  cannon for
the Society.  When we had the
Civ i l  War re-enactors last  summer
the greatest  interest  by the publ ic
was in  the guns and thei r  cannon.  

The Board has had much
discussion over  whether  or  not  we
should buy one to use when we
have re-enact ing events.    The
Board recent ly  voted to purchase
the repl ica that  Ken found.   We
look forward to shar ing i t  wi th  the
publ ic  at  future events!   

  

OUR NEW WEBSITE!

We are happy to share that  we have launched a new websi te  for  the
Histor ical  Society  wi th  the help of  John and Mel issa.   The websi te  is  s t i l l
being bui l t  out ,  but  we are exci ted for  the feedback we have got ten so far .  
Please check i t  out  and let  us know your  thoughts!

Hinsdale Histor ical  Society  Websi te
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A l i t t le  about  the cannon:
A Daniel  King Howitzer  b lack powder
cannon,  5 3/4 “  d iameter  by 16”  long,  2
5/8 bore.  The barre l  is  s ta in less steel
and al l  the f i t t ings are sol id  sta in less
steel  or  bronze.  

The cannon measures 38”  wide by 48”
long wi th 24”  d iameter  d ished wheels,
wi th  2”  wide steel  r ims,  b lack poly
coated,  turn ing on a sta in less steel
shaf t  wi th  bronze bushings.  Carr iage is
sol id  hard rock maple.  Total  weight
180 lbs.

https://www.hinsdalehistoricalsociety.org/

